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Ottawa Valley Hunt

Newsletter March 2010

HUNTING

This spring like weather turns the mind to the season ahead. Although March can bring its own surprises, we can see an end to winter. Wildlife is awakening, the coyotes can be heard most evenings here and I smell the distinct scent of fox around my barns each morning. This morning I watched the first Canada geese honking overhead. Spring must be here! 

HUNT COUNTRY

Fair Warning! 

Every year members riding in Hunt Country on non-hunting days must request from all landowners permission to ride on their land. There are no exceptions. Please contact Kay if you need contact information for the landowners.

Hunt Country requires work and there are plans being made for updating the jumps on Dave Longley’s, Susan Allan’s and Janet and Norm Major’s. A few members attended the Equine Canada Jump Building course and it is hoped that they will use their new skills to build new jumps and improve existing ones. Please mark off Sunday May 16th and Sunday June 6th Work Days on your calendar.

THANKS JANET

We would like to acknowledge the time consuming and behind the scenes work that Janet Strome undertook during her term as OVH President. Janet masterminded the renewal of the clubhouse, part of which was the overhaul of the kitchen, reupholstering of the furnishings and decorating. With Gurtie Kenny and many foot soldiers, she ran the Hunt Ball Silent Auction and had the last minute hair raising job of numbering and assembling of items and printing the pamphlet. We could go on, but Janet is leaving big boots to fill. Thank you, Janet.
UPDATE ON THE NEW HUNTSMAN

We are wondering, like I’m sure you are, when our new Huntsman will arrive. Unfortunately his paperwork is tied up at Canada House in London and all we can do is wait. Until Adrian Quick arrives Sue has undertaken to continue her duties as Huntsman and Jill is still in residence at the Hunt Farm. However Jill’s new home is ready and she will be moving from the Hunt Farm apartment over Easter. Thank you both for your continued support. Michael Deverell will be staying at the Hunt in the meantime.

When the time comes help will be needed to move Jill and set up the apartment for Adrian. We are still looking for some items. Please contact Gurtie Kenny at mkenny_8@sympatico.ca or at 613-761-1733.

NEWS FOR HUNT BALL 2010

Hunt Ball is out in our neck of the woods!  This year, OVH is hosting the Ball at the historic Agricultural Hall in Almonte at 7.00 pm on Saturday 29th May, with a buffet supper, two all-new live bands, and the Silent Auction, and we are supporting the local charity "Kids Come 1st."  We have managed to keep the ticket prices down to $90 for adults, $50 for 18 and under, for a little while longer!  This year, the ticket price also includes an invitation for friends new and old to join us on horseback, or on foot, for a spring hunt at 10.00 am (Stirrup Cup 9.30 am) followed by a Greenbox at midday, as well as all the evening's festivities, so please do consider bringing a group of friends to enjoy the fun (the tables sit eight).  Contact Kay or Betty for tickets, and keep an eye on the website for updates.

Silent Auction

It’s that time of year again where we are collecting items for our Hunt Ball Silent Auction.  The Auction is the club’s biggest fund raising activity and it’s one on which our club is very dependent.  As in previous years we are asking our membership to help make the Auction a success.  This can be by donating an item or service to be auctioned or, even better, by soliciting your friends or business connections.  We have a group of ‘Hunters & Gatherers’ who will be calling you soon.  Not sure what to donate?   They’ll be able to give you suggestions.  Items can be dropped off at the hunt farm.  There will be a box in the cloak room to put your donation in – please make sure you put your name on it so we know who it came from as well as the name of the person or business who donated it.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call either Jan Traversy at 613-253-4623 or Norma White at 613-253-3129 or email:  peter_jan@xplornet.com or nwhite@xplornet.ca.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SOCIAL NEWS

Saturday April 10th
ECTA Annual Banquet & Awards Night  – see attached for details

Friday April 30th
TGIF Pub Night 7pm at the Hunt Farm 



Mark on your calendar NOW




Top 3 reasons not to miss it




#3
Spring has sprung – sign your Waiver




#2
A blind wine tasting to select our 2010 House Wines




#1
Peter Leach is 65!




Details to follow by email

___________________________________________________________________________________

Obituary:

Alfie Smith, Huntsman Lake of Two Mountains Hunt





Submitted by Margaret Smith


                         

 
ALFRED WILLIAM SMITH
 

Alfie was born at the Strabane Kennels within earshot of the hounds in Caricklee, Northern Ireland, where his father Alf Snr. was Huntsman, June 4th 1938. A modest man he was devoted to his hounds and hunting, he passed away suddenly at his home in Vankleek Hill, Ontario, Canada January 6th.

He came to Canada with his parents and younger sister Jacqueline in 1962 taking the post of 1st Whip to his father with the Lake of Two Mountains Hunt then under the mastership of Herbert O'Connell, George Jacobsen and Commander William Angus. I came into his life in 1964 from Ilkeston, Derbyshire for one year as groom to Mr O'Connell.  That year turned into 45 years of which 44 were spent married to Alfie assisting him with horses and hounds, as so many Huntsman's wives do when he became Huntsman upon the retirement of his father in 1980. He had briefly taken the position as Huntsman to the Frontenac in Kingston in 1968 where the delightful Joint Master was Col. Arthur McKibbin whose wife Brenda ran a boarding and training stable. They had two hard riding daughters Joan and Anne who is now a Joint Master of the Ottawa Valley along with Kay Leach another great and dedicated lady. Anne likes to tell the story of Alfie and her mother battling it out on the local racecourse during  Lake of Two Mountains Point to Point in the early 60's. Brenda seems to have been the lucky winner by a nose, whose I don't know.

During the years we have made friends with many huntsmen and visited a lot of kennels  whenever we went to England, he couldn't miss one if we were in a hunting area.  Special to him were the late John Nicholson, Lunesdale whom we stayed and hunted with in the 80's and Barry Todhunter, whose daughter Diane we met at the Toronto & North York hunting festival so naturally we had to visit Barry and Sue, a relative of John Peel. They were a pleasure to know because of their consummate dedication to their hounds and hunting in the fells. What a wonderful group of supporters and dedicated Masters the Blencathra have.

Alfie attended the Virginia Hound Show for several years before the death of our great friend Ian Milne formerly from Helmsley,  of the Fairfax where we had some wonderful huntsmans parties the night before the show. That party has been continued by Chris and Andie Howells, Blue Ridge and Gerald Keal and Clare Palmer, Old Dominion.  Ians wife Brenda always puts on a sumptuous  dinner at the showground on show day, everyone being welcome.

Here in Canada it gave him much pleasure when Dr. Eric Lenczner was elected Master in 1998. He and Linda have become our very good friends and now own several pieces of Alfies artwork. Eric showed a keen interest in hounds and hunting which Alfie was happy to share with him. Upon our retirement in Dec. 2003 Dr. Lenczner asked Alfies long time 1st.Whip Lt. Julien Allard to join him in the Mastership with  Julien’s son in law Francois Seguin as Huntsman. These gentlemen have kept the Hunt together,  Francois having made great strides after 6 seasons. His wife Christine along with her mother Celia Allard have made it into a family affair and have encouraged us to still be a part of the Hunt which gave Alfie so much pleasure for which we thank them. He is survived by his devoted wife Margaret, his sisters Sheila Melton (John) of Norfolk UK, Jacqueline MacKinnon (Ian) of Vaudreuil, Quebec, Nephew and Nieces from Canada and the UK.

Celebration of Life – May 1st 2pm St James Church Hall, Hudson

COMING ACTIVITIES

Dates to remember: 

· Hound Exercise start mid April – contact Kay or Sue for times

· Celebration of Life Alfie Smith LTMH Huntsman

Saturday, May 1st 2pm

· Trail ride – Constance Bay [TB confirmed]


Sunday, May 2nd noon

· First scheduled hunt – OVH




Wednesday, May 5th 10am

· Trail Ride – Gillian Kinson’s Middleville


Saturday, May 8th noon

· Hunt Ball 






Saturday, May 29th 
CONTACTS

Board Members 

President:


Pierre Poitras

241-3732

Vice-president:

Sigrid Kenny

761-1733

Treasurer:


Betty Sulpher

256-1395

Secretary:


Basia Anders

257-1914

Directors


Jill Bryant

253-0179

Norm Major

257-5404

Mary Raphael

831-1895

Joint Masters:





Kay Leach

257-1331





Kimm MacKenzie
726-6407





Anne McKibbin

283-6029

Huntsman:


Sue Hobin

253-0179 (Hunt Kennels)


Happy hunting,

Kay Leach - Senior MFH
Pierre Poitras - President 
Attachment: Details of ECTA Banquet







