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HUNTING

Considering the inclement weather for much of the fall season, we were fortunate to hunt all but 4 hunts. The wet, sometimes treacherous land and the late harvest severely limited the areas in which we could ride. Betty and her team of drag layers did a great job making the best of limited country. Despite this members hunted in record numbers with 50 riders out for Thanksgiving and most hunts having well over 30 riders in our 3 fields. 
The hounds obviously enjoyed the cooler damp weather as they hunted with good voice which was not heard in the spring generally. Our Closing Hunt and Huntsman Sue’s official final hunt as huntsman, was cool and damp, even wet at times. The hounds were on top form and the field was hard put to keep up with the pack but had good views as they worked across open fields. Our young hounds still have a lot to learn from the likes of Ember, Lalime and Libby, but they certainly showed promise this fall.

With the final hunt ending with ‘3 cheers’ for Sue from the 1st field at the end of her 5 years as Huntsman, we look forward with anticipation to 2010. Thanks Sue!

HUNT COUNTRY

Alas, due to the wet weather and late harvest we weren’t able to organize a hunt on the Dwyer Hill land in the area of the MacKenzies’ farm.  We’ll try again next year. Gillian Kinson, now living beyond Middleville on the Wolf Grove Road, invited Anne and Kay to look at the area around her farm with the possibility of hunting there next year. It certainly has potential and is similar to hunting in Clayton, for those old enough to remember those days! For those of you who aren’t, that means an undetermined large area of mainly bush trails with open fields. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
UPDATE ON THE NEW HUNTSMAN
The paperwork is well underway to ensure that Adrian’s work status is correct.  Adrian is due to assume his duties February 1st 2010.  Jill Bryant will be staying at the Hunt Farm in the meantime while work is done on her new house.  We’re very happy about this as we would have had to arrange a rota of people to stay at the hunt farm overnight.  

We are coming along well with furnishings for the apartment. We still need living room sofa and chairs, rugs plus pots and pans and other kitchen things.   We will call for help in setting up the apartment as the turn over date approaches. Please contact Janet if you can supply any of the above.
____________________________________________________________________________
HORSE EVENTS 

After a very busy, September and October, things slowed down and the Team Chase had to be cancelled due to wet land.  
NEWS FOR HUNT BALL 2010

Preparations for the Ball are underway.  Please look for items for the silent auction.  We have had good luck asking friends for “unappreciated Christmas gifts”.   

___________________________________________________________________________________________

SOCIAL NEWS

Thanksgiving and Landowners Night were very well attended and supported by generous food donations from the following: Sheila Grant-Trusdale,  Jill Bryant, Basia Anders, Janine Melbourne, Susan Allan, Gurtie Kenny, Kay Leach, Betty Sulpher, Catriona Martyn, Janet Strome, Marjolaine Botsford, Norma White, Janet Major, Caroline Bredin, Jennifer Richens, Anne McKibbin, Nancy Elver, Kimm  MacKenzie, Caroline Rees-Potter, and Jan Traversy.  If I’ve forgotten anyone, please forgive me.  You will note that the donors of food are all women.  A new tradition was begun at Thanksgiving of having the men do the dishes.  This worked so well we will make it a regular event.  A number of people brought items for Landowners which were welcome but not necessary.  We should not have put “Potluck” on the fixture card.  We are now organizing Landowners by having the club cover the cost of the meat dish and then assigning the rest to our dedicated volunteers so that we avoid duplication and kitchen chaos.  
An interesting statistic was observed by the gravy server at Thanksgiving.  One third of hunt members want their gravy on their meat, one third want it on meat and potatoes and one third want it over everything.  So no clear winner! 

Closing Hunt was a huge party with about 80 to 90 attendees.  Thanks to the Willaway hosts, Susan Allan, Gillian Levy, Pierre Poitras and Gurtie Kenny.  The club looked wonderful and the food was great.  The juniors prepared the appetizers and served them which was a lovely innovation.  Because the Hunt Ball is not until May, it was decided to award colours at the Closing hunt.   Colours were awarded to Jan Traversy, Susan Allan, Rachel and Claire Cook, Emma Kenny, Shelby Heinbuch, John and Hailey Shaver.  The Best Stunt award went to Marjolaine and Bob Botsford for their tandem fall.  Doug Menzies’ turnout award went to Marjolaine Botsford. 
As usual we are holding a Christmas Party in December.  Check the date below.  We are combining the Christmas Party with a farewell to Sue and Jill who have been such a big part of our hunting for the past 4 years.  Let’s have a big turnout to show them our appreciation for all their hard work. 
In January we will hold our annual Burns Night which will be organized by Catriona Martyn and Audreen Ellis.  We will welcome the new huntsman on this occasion. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NOTICE OF FEE INCREASE

After many years of no increase in club membership fees, it is now necessary to raise the annual fees.  There are a number of reasons for this.  Over these years we have had increases in electricity, repairs to the kennel and the house, vet and blacksmith fees and insurance costs.   Half the costs of heat and light in the hunt apartment were paid by Jill Bryant and will now be paid by the club.  We are going to have to pay for health insurance for Adrian which we didn’t have to do for Sue Hobin as she was already covered.  These factors all contribute to a financial picture that we must now deal with.  As well, with the HST coming in next year, there will be further added annual costs and we will have to provide for hiring help when Adrian has a day off or takes his holidays (Jill covered this for Sue).

We are acutely aware that this may appear as a new burden on members in challenging economic times.  However, if we had imposed a cost of living increase at an average of 2.5 % over the past four year period the fees would be $890 now and would have risen to $910 for 2010.  As part of our strategy to fully recover our costs of operations into the future, we are proposing to raise the rates as follows:

Proprietary Senior (PS)  - $ 875 to $ 900

Proprietary Associate (PA) – $ 500 to $ 530

Proprietary Non-Active (PNA) – as is

Junior - as is

This is the first step towards keeping the club in a self sustaining financial position.  Additional increases in 2011 and 2012 will be necessary to achieve this objective.

The board will be finalizing the proposed increase and a further announcement will be made. 

____________________________________________________________________________
THE NEWSLETTER
The newsletter authors, Janet and Kay, get the feeling that the newsletter goes into a black hole.  We’d love to find out what you want to see in a newsletter or what you could contribute. Please send comments and suggestions to Janet – strome@magma.ca. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
MEMBER ACTIVITIES
Dennis Beaudoin and Pete Leach have installed new heaters.  Dennis and Pierre Poitras installed new kennel fencing.  A big thanks to these tireless workers.   

Shelby Heinbuch and her horse Tarka were selected to represent SLOV Pony club to ride in the escort group for Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall at the opening ceremonies at the Royal Winter Fair on Friday, November 6, 2009.  This is the press release. 
   
"Representing St. Lawrence / Ottawa Valley Region: Shelby Heinbuch, 16, will be riding 24 year old Hayward’s Duke Tarka. "Tarka" is the only pony in the escort group, and a registered Canadian Horse, a breed that played an important role in the settlement of Canada, including the West. From Rockland, Ontario, Shelby is an 8 year member of United Counties Pony Club. She and Tarka have been together for 7 years. They had the honour of riding in a musical ride alongside other Canadian Pony Club members with Canada's elite RCMP, at the Sunset Ceremonies Musical Ride in Ottawa. They have been successful at Horse Trials together, and participate at Regional and Central Zone Show Jumping and Dressage. They also ride in the Junior Program at the Ottawa Valley Hunt Club."
Well done, Shelby. 

We welcome new members Beth Boudreau and Peter Chartrand.

COMING ACTIVITIES

Dates to remember: 

· Christmas Farewell to Sue and Jill  


Sunday, December 13th  


· Burns Night and welcome new huntsman

Saturday, January 30th 
· Hunt Ball 





Saturday, May 29th 



CONTACTS

Board Members 

President:


Janet Strome 

832-0869

Vice-president:

Sigrid Kenny

761-1733

Treasurer:


Betty Sulpher

256-1395

Secretary:


Pierre Poitras

241-3732

Directors


Sarah Catt

258-9898

Ted Thomas

256-6603

Mary Raphael

831-1895

Joint Masters:





Kay Leach

257-1331





Kimm MacKenzie
726-6407





Anne McKibbin

283-6029

Huntsman:


Sue Hobin

253-0179 (Hunt Kennels)


Happy hunting,

Kay Leach  - Master
Janet Strome - President 






