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Ottawa Valley Hunt

Newsletter May 2009
HUNTING
As usual at this time of year, there is a race between the hunt and local farmers; namely can we use the fields before the crops are sown? Although access to the ‘big rock country’ has been compromised, we did manage two early May hunts from Deverell’s to McArton Road where the field had excellent views of hounds working the line with Lalime and Ember leading our young pack. The recent rain has further limited hunting as the footing for horses and trailers stuck in the hunt farm field has proved. However in the past many May hunts have been reduced to hound exercise, so the six hunts completed is a bonus. 

HUNT COUNTRY
The Board held a special meeting on May 26th to discuss the strategic issue of expanding our hunt land.  Negotiations are underway to identify enough land in the Upper Dwyer Hill/Burnt Lands area to enable us to hunt on this very attractive land.   But we need to be looking further afield as well to ensure that we have land enough in the 5 to 10 year time frame.  We will be establishing a couple of small teams who will look for large parcels of land which we might investigate.  People interested in participating in these searches (which do not include negotiating with landowners) should give their names to a board member.   Guidelines for what we are looking for will be established by the board and the teams.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
THE HUNTSMAN
We are saddened that our huntsman of 5 years has decided to retire when her contract expires in April 2010.  Sue has been a loyal and enthusiastic asset to the club and we will miss her in the field.  We would like to thank her for her years of service to the OVH and for her dedication to the membership and the sport.  Sue has given us almost a year’s notice which will assist the OVH in locating another Huntsman.
Sue applied for the position of Huntsman after a number of years of whipping-in and close observation of and assistance with the hounds.  Her open, friendly manner greatly increased the enjoyment of our hunts.  Sue has always worked very hard to increase her knowledge of hounds and hunting.  She has visited other hunts, attended seminars and greatly increased her understanding and experience.  Sue has bred hounds, showed them at our own puppy shows and competed at the Canadian Hound trails.   She has been tireless with hound exercise and getting members out to walk hounds.  She has hunted our pack for 5 years with unfailing good humour and enthusiasm.

Thanks for the memories, Sue. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FOR HUNT BALL 2010
The Hunt Ball 2010 team presented its proposal to the board at the May 12th  meeting.  This proposal was detailed and obviously represented a lot of work by the team members.  The team considered 12 potential venues for future balls and 6 locations were short-listed. Four of those were chosen for visits and three team members went to those sites to determine their suitability and report back to the team.  As a result of this process, two major concepts have emerged: 

Rural – venue – Almonte Agricultural Hall

Urban – venue – Hellenic Centre, Prince of Wales Drive, Ottawa

The board accepted the proposal and requested a survey of the membership to assist in the decision between the two venues.   The survey question was sent to 61 members in the PS and PA category based on the membership list valid at that time.  Two members with no email were contacted by telephone for a total of 63 requests.  Juniors and Intermediates were not surveyed.

Results:

No reply: 25 (40%)

Either:    4 (6%)

City:      6 (10%)

Rural:    28 (44%)

A few members suggested alternating between rural and city.

Based on these results, the board has opted for the rural venue.  The Ball will be a Spring/May affair.  
The 2010 Hunt Ball Team will be comprised of two Team Leaders for the Hunt Ball, Catriona Martyn and Norma White, one Team Leader for the Silent Auction, Jan Traversy, and the following Focus Groups:

Concept/Venue/Meal – all team members

Promotions: Jennifer Richens – Corporate and Doug Menzies – Equine Community

Music: Mike Chartrand

Décor/Theme: Catriona Martyn (lead), Marjolaine Botsford, Anne McDonell, and Kimm MacKenzie

Silent Auction: Norma White (lead), Janet Major and Doug Menzies
To provide continuity and utilize ‘corporate memory’, there will be a Transition Group, consisting of Janet Strome, Gurtie Kenny, Betty Sulpher and Kay Leach

This is all very exciting.   We hope that our attendance and revenue figures will benefit from the change and that members will enjoy the change of venue.  
There are also plans to include a special hunt if the date falls in our spring season.  Ticket purchasers would be able to cap and enjoy a Hunt Breakfast hosted by Jill Levy and Gurtie Kenny.
COMING ACTIVITIES
The next workday will be Sunday, June 14th.   We will:
· continue to rebuild the hunt farm fence
· check Longleys and the Escar, rebuild jumps, if necessary
· maintain the trail on the Glynn land (near Sulphers’)
· do some landscaping at the front entrance to the huntsman’s apartment

Please try to turn out for the Workday.  Tools needed – fence building, trail clearing like trimmers, chain saws, wire cutters etc. 

The joint meet with Beaver Meadow Hounds had to be cancelled due to poor footing.  
The Canadian Hound Show takes place on  June 6th.  If you are interested please speak with Kay ASAP. 

Dates to remember: 
· Canadian MFH meeting & Hound Show 


June 5/6th 

· Second  Work Party





Sunday, June 14, 9 am    
· First Hunter Pace 





Sunday, July 5
CONTACTS

Board Members 
President:


Janet Strome 

832-0869

Vice-president:

Sigrid Kenny

761-1733

Treasurer:


Betty Sulpher

256-1395

Secretary:


Pierre Poitras

241-3732

Directors


Sarah Catt

258-9898
Ted Thomas

256-6603
Mary Raphael

831-1895
Joint Masters:





Kay Leach

257-1331




Kimm MacKenzie
726-6407




Anne McKibbin

283-6029
Huntsman:


Sue Hobin

253-0179 (Hunt Kennels)

Happy hunting,

Kay Leach  - Master
Janet Strome - President 
For those with a Greenbox coming up, please review the following hints. 

Hosting an Ottawa Valley Hunt Greenbox

This is meant as a friendly reminder to old hands and a guide to those who are learning the ‘art’ of hosting a Greenbox.

You are responsible for the Stirrup Cup, Hunt Breakfast and Clean up.

If you need to come to the Clubhouse the day before or early on the day of your Greenbox, call Jill Bryant [253-0179] to make sure the Clubhouse door is open.

Stirrup Cup: 

· served from the small field gate, or in bad weather, from the patio

· ready to serve 20-30 minutes before the scheduled Hunt departure time

· bring with you sherry, port or your preferred beverage, and a non-alcoholic alternative, plastic glasses, trays

Hunt Breakfast:

Estimating the number of people to feed is a ‘mugs game’ – be prepared for any number of people with large appetites!

· serve food approximately 1 hour after the Hunt returns, but remember people who take their horses home come later and still need to be fed
· bring with you napkins, coffee cups, foil, plastic wrap and all the ingredients to serve snacks, main course, dessert and coffee

· kitchen is meant for assembling dishes and reheating food, not for the total preparation of the meal

· tablecloths are kept in the Cloakroom cupboards; tea towels, oven mitts etc are above the kitchen stove

· large coffee pot takes about 1 hour to make coffee

· place snacks on tables and the bar, but do not overcrowd the bar
· when you are ready to serve ring the bell, which is kept behind the bar

· you can serve or let people serve themselves

· avoid disrupting the operation of the bar

Clean up:


Kitchen and Clubhouse
· wash plates, cutlery etc and put away. Put cutlery in the greenbox and close the lid

· wipe clean all surfaces to reduce the fly problem

· clear out the fridge/freezer

· wipe inside and outside tables

· stack outside chairs

· vacuum 

· ensure that any cigarette butts are extinguished before throwing in the garbage

· if you light the fire, you are responsible for leaving it in a safe condition with the grate’s steel curtains closed

Washrooms:
· Clean toilets and washbasins using cleaning products stored under the kitchen sink

· Put clean hand towels in washrooms

· Dispose of garbage

· Vacuum

Before you leave:

· Make sure the stoves are turned off

· Put the garbage bags inside the end shed of the barn and close the doors

· Close patio doors and turn the lights off

Remember you are responsible for washing all used tablecloths, tea towels etc and returning them before the next Greenbox. If this is not convenient, bring your own.

If you take home any glasses/plates/bowls belonging to the Hunt, they must be returned before the next hunt

Caterers:
Please ensure they know the restrictions of the hunt kitchen. They must be accompanied if they wish to come to inspect the Clubhouse and Jill must be called ahead of time

Please leave the Clubhouse the way you would expect to find it for your Greenbox. 







